
The group essay party 

Taken from ​College Express​ - 

https://www.collegexpress.com/articles-and-advice/admission/articles/application-essay-clinic/5-fun-and-unique-

ways-brainstorm-your-college-essays/ 

Supplies: 

A group of friends (I suggest five or more) 

Lined paper 

Pens or pencils 

Printed college application essay prompts 

Timer 

This group activity is a way to be inspired by other’s words and have fun exploring your own. 

Print out some essay prompts. Include both the​ Common Application prompts​ and some prompts directly 

from colleges, like ones from the ​University of Chicago​. Create two piles in front of the writers: a Common 

Application prompt pile and a college prompt pile. Place the prompts face down. Writers must choose one 

from each pile. They cannot change the prompts, but they may choose which to write about first. The 

challenge is the writers must find ​some​ way to address the prompts, even if it seems silly or far fetched and 

even if they would never choose it in real life. 

Set the timer for five to 10 minutes and have writers write anything that comes to mind. Then repeat for the 

second prompt. When time is up, everyone should read their essays aloud or pass their papers around the 

circle. The reader's goal is to comment only on the good, like a line that stands out or a clever angle. Then, 

the writers can take the good from this brainstorm game and perhaps run with it for draft. (You can also talk 

to your teacher about doing this activity as a class. The teacher can collect and distribute nameless papers 

randomly, so only they know which paper belongs to which student.) 

Obviously, you will be able to choose the essay prompt that fits you when the time comes, but this game 

fosters out-of-the-box thinking by forcing you to consider questions you might have discarded otherwise. 

And you may be surprised—your least favorite prompt may inspire your best essay. 

 
You Questions = red 
Outside the box/Creative Questions = green 
Intellectual = blue 
Common App = black 

https://www.collegexpress.com/articles-and-advice/admission/articles/application-essay-clinic/5-fun-and-unique-ways-brainstorm-your-college-essays/
https://www.collegexpress.com/articles-and-advice/admission/articles/application-essay-clinic/5-fun-and-unique-ways-brainstorm-your-college-essays/
http://www.collegexpress.com/articles-and-advice/admission/blog/which-common-application-essay-prompt-right-you/
https://collegeadmissions.uchicago.edu/apply/essay-questions


 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 


